In 1994, as part of a stock-taking instigated by the SHR Trust, four historians offered a broadly positive assessment of the historiography of early modern Scotland. Focusing on the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, their papers highlighted a shift away from insular narratives and narrow Anglo-Scottish comparisons towards a wider contextualisation of Scottish history. Concurrent with this shift, it was argued, the professional standards and output of the field had risen. The field was moving with the times but, as one scholar stressed, resisting the alien forces of postmodernism. 1 Nearly two decades later, though few Scottish historians would label themselves postmodernists, postmodern and poststructural influences have diffused into Scottish history through the 'cultural turn', altering the terms of debate in a number of traditional topics in early modern historiography. At the same time, present-day concerns, from postcolonialism to devolution, have combined with ongoing empirical revisionism and the cultural turn to reshape the history of Britain and its empire, again with significant implications for early modern Scottish history. Most recently, the rise of interest in globalisation and its history has expanded the international contexts in which Scottish history can be situated. Alongside these intellectual shifts, key sources have become more available to scholars and students alike through the exploitation of new funding streams and technologies. This paper will consider the impact of these trends on histories of Scotland in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. cultural, british and global turns 3 9
I
Scottish history has had a strong tradition of source publication through antiquarian and scholarly societies, from the Bannatyne Club to the Scottish History Society. In the 1994 review, it was noted that historical computing offered new opportunities by enabling large-scale database analysis. 3 Since then, this technological opening has been exploited by academics using grants to assemble teams to transcribe, digitise and assess vast quantities of manuscript sources. Though such projects challenge the historical profession's traditionally individualistic ways of working, database team projects have produced substantive benefits for early modern Scottish history.
Perhaps the most noteworthy project has been the Scottish Parliament Project, which was funded by the devolved Scottish government to place on a searchable database the records of the Scottish parliament to 1707. The team has produced an accompanying threevolume history of the Scottish parliament. 4 This work has offered fundamental challenges to earlier interpretations of the political role of Parliament, while making it much easier to research and teach parliamentary and political history. Another significant project has been the Survey of Scottish Witchcraft. This database offers a comprehensive directory of all known witchcraft cases supported by a detailed search function. Members of the project have published two edited collections on Scottish witchcraft, as well as individual articles. This has fleshed out what had been a skeletal field in Scotland while making notable contributions to the wider field at an international level. 5 Moreover, both projects have helped to sustain the discipline in Scotland by funding doctoral and postdoctoral positions for new scholars.
II
While grant-funded technology has created new outputs and ways of working, the most significant recent influence on approaches to Scottish history has been the 'cultural turn'. Across the discipline, the 'cultural turn' can be seen in a move away from social, economic and institutional histories towards histories of cultural practices and beliefs, embedded in social settings. 6 For most historians, 'culture' now means something more than the art and literature of an educated elite. For many scholars, 3 Macinnes, 'Early modern Scotland', 45. Church history, long a defining category of Scottish historical research, has taken a cultural turn towards the history of religious belief and practice. Perhaps the most notable work reflecting this shift was Margo Todd's 2002 study, The Culture of Protestantism in Early Modern Scotland. Rejecting a traditional focus on 'the Kirk' and top-down measures of Reformation, Todd applied an explicitly anthropological method to the evidence of kirk session minutes to produce a nuanced study of the means by which Scotland's religious culture was Protestantised at the parish level in the decades after 1560. Though her study stops at the National Covenant, it has implications for subsequent decades. In showing how a coherent Protestant culture was created in much of Scotland by the early seventeenth century, Todd's work provides a cultural context for the religious politics of the ensuing century and beyond.
8 It also suggests the usefulness of the notion of a 'long Reformation' in Scotland to encompass competing versions of Protestantism and their relationship to political parties and events. Though Todd sees Scotland as a 'puritan nation' by the 1630s, this godly consensus contained tensions on issues of church government and worship that would feed into the later development of Presbyterian and Episcopalian confessional cultures. 9 For some time, continental and English historians have made use of the notion of the 'long Reformation' to capture ongoing processes of change and accommodation between and within Protestantism and Catholicism.
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Recent work on the clash between orthodox and moderate Calvinism in Enlightenment Scotland shows how the idea of a 'long Reformation' can place Scottish cultural politics both in a deep chronological and a broad historiographical framework.
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This deep chronology indicates the expanding boundaries of 'early modern' Scottish history. In the present assessment, this and 6 (Continued) social history was investigated in a symposium, ' 12 This perspective reflected a traditional institutional approach to history that saw the Union of 1707 as a fundamental turning point. A cultural approach, however, has encouraged a more generous view of the early modern era in Scotland by examining change across political boundaries and milestones. As a result, for many historians the early modern period has transformed from a post-1707 sprint to a much longer and more complex period of change. 13 Within the early modern period, the cultural turn has reshaped one of Scottish history's biggest topics, the making of the Union of 1707. By paying attention to religious and political culture, scholars have reconfigured what had become, by the 1980s, a reductive tug of war between political and economic explanations for union. New work has sketched out spectrums of Presbyterian and Episcopalian commitments, Williamite and Jacobite political loyalties and federal and incorporating unionisms, expanding our appreciation of the rich diversity of contemporary opinion.
14 As well, narrowly Namierite conceptions of Scottish political practices have been challenged with new work on the significance of popular protest and parliamentary debate. 15 With the help of fresh research on the book trade in Scotland, the proliferation of pamphleteering in the decade before the union can be understood as more than just froth on dark political waters. 16 Close analysis of pamphlets by intellectual historians sensitive to Scotland's cultural context has given new credence to the political thought of the time. 17 As a consequence, a cultural interpretation, focusing on the significance of Protestant loyalties in a post-1688 geopolitical context, now dominates tercentennial views of the Union. 18 The prominence of the Jacobite threat in new narratives of the Union points to a parallel renaissance in Jacobite studies. Research on karin bowie Jacobitism, once considered the purview of conservatives and cranks, has become an arena for cutting edge cultural analysis. With the deconstruction of Whig accounts of modernity that saw Jacobitism as the doomed ideology of the unprogressive, the cultural turn has encouraged study of the beliefs and practices of Stuart royalism and its associated Episcopalian piety. 19 In light of this, Jacobitism has emerged as more than the atavistic hopes of backwards clan chiefs. 20 A cultural approach has helped to explain the tenacity of Jacobitism in difficult political circumstances by demonstrating its deep cultural roots in neoLatin humanism and, at the same time, its congruity with Gaelic cultural beliefs. 21 Regional studies have begun to reconstruct a living culture at the grassroots, with attention to popular as well as elite loyalty to the Stuart dynasty. This work has challenged traditional definitions of the Jacobites as Highland Catholic elites and demonstrated the Presbyterian-Episcopalian tensions present within many early modern Scottish communities. 22 As in work on the (long) Reformation, the Union and Jacobitism, the cultural turn has reoriented studies of the Enlightenment in Scotland. In recent decades, historians of the Enlightenment have turned their attention from a privileged canon of authors and arguments to the cultural and social contexts of writers and readers. This has encouraged new research on the evolution of the Enlightenment in Scotland and the diffusion of Enlightenment ideas inside and outside Scotland. Scholars have stressed the national context of the Enlightenment in Scotland by identifying the social, institutional and cultural conditions in which authors and their patrons operated. 23 As in the early modern period more generally, the boundaries of the Scottish Enlightenment have expanded. The origins of the Enlightenment in Scotland have been explored deep into the seventeenth century and beyond, driven by a long-running debate on the extent to which the 1707 Union made the Enlightenment possible in Scotland. 24 Scholars have asked how Scottish Enlightenment thought made its way to other cultural and social contexts through the publishing of Scottish authors in Anglophone markets; and have explored the extent to which ordinary Scots engaged with, accepted or rejected Enlightenment thinking. 25 At the same time, the Scottish case has been used to support an argument for a return to a more restricted definition of 'the Enlightenment' as a particular set of thoughts articulated in a limited timeframe. 26 A more cultural approach to the Enlightenment in Scotland thus has contributed to vigorous debates in the wider field of Enlightenment studies while improving our understanding of early modern Scottish culture and society.
Two fields noted as emerging in 1994, women's history and popular culture, have continued to expand on lines influenced by the cultural turn. Since 1994, women's history has followed the cultural turn towards gender studies. This field has been slow to develop in a Scottish context, but recent work has explored the gendering of social practices, notably in studies of piety, crime and social control. 27 In popular culture, the cultural turn can be seen in a growing poststructuralist distrust of simple dichotomies between popular and elite. This has led a recent project to adopt the framework of 'everyday life', in which the history of smells appears alongside more traditional topics of work, housing and lifestages. 28 Another mode of study is the history of the family, where work on godly families helps to explain the survival of Covenanting culture after the Restoration. 29 In the realm of popular belief, work on witchcraft, noted above, has been accompanied by new research on postReformation Scottish beliefs in magic and the supernatural. 30 Cultural analysis of riots and protests has been used to challenge long-held ideas 4 4 karin bowie about Scottish society, in particular the view that early modern Scots were subjected to the tyranny of church and nobles. 31 Though this paper highlights the fresh insights provided by the cultural turn in a range of traditional topics, a note of caution should be sounded. A concomitant decline in structuralism, Marxist or macroeconomic, has made discussion of class and socio-economic change less fashionable. In current work, groups are more likely to be defined by cultural practices, for example by a typology of piety or consumer behaviour, than by socio-economic status or relationships to modes of production. In social history, for example, research now seeks to identify the middling rank through their participation in the burgeoning consumer culture of eighteenth-century Scotland.
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Cultural scholars tend to highlight vertical connections across social levels and avoid blanket attribution of cultural beliefs to social groups. 33 While appreciating the richness of these cultural insights, those discussing this paper in 2010 noted the potential loss of structural perspectives in an early modern society that was still rigidly hierarchical and economically delimited. Scottish sources have long been recognised as problematic for quantitative analysis, yielding little hard data for structural analysis, but the cultural turn seems to have made cliometric investigations even less attractive to newer practitioners. 34 
III
Developments in British history have provided another major source of change in early modern Scottish history. The 'new British history' has arisen from a complex combination of circumstances, influenced by the cultural turn as well as empirical revisionism and contemporary constitutional politics. 35 Within this, the cultural turn can be seen in a shift from structuralist core-periphery models of Anglicisation to notions of cultural influence, appropriation and agency, and in the widespread use of national identity as an analytical concept. Scholars disagree over the extent to which the new British history is a decentred British and imperial history, in which constituent nations take a more prominent role in the making of Britain and its empire; or an inescapably Anglo-centric history, characterised by an Irish scholar as 'traditional English political history in mufti'. 36 Though Scottish historians have been and remain ambivalent about the new British history, the shift in attention to the constituent parts of the British composite monarchy and empire has had a stimulating effect on accounts of early modern Scotland. 37 Interest in the post-1603 'British problem' has accelerated what had been a slow reassessment of Scotland's seventeenth century. 38 Multiplekingdom projects have highlighted the relative dearth of modern research on this period, especially in the Restoration and Revolution periods. This has forced British researchers to return to the archives to better understand the Scottish dimensions of British crisis periods. 39 The British turn has helped to attract a new generation of Scottish historians to the Union of Crowns era, providing significant new work on Scotland's experience in the composite monarchy. 40 Across this complex century, researchers are looking more closely at the archipelagic context of Scottish politics, using this to bring fresh insights to traditional topics from the Statutes of Iona to the religious conflicts of the 1690s. 41 Recent studies on the making of the Union of 1707 have stressed the imperial context of the Union and included comparison with Ireland. 42 All of this is helping the seventeenth century to recover from its Whig caricature as a period of darkness before the dawn of Union.
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New studies of Scotland in the British empire have sought to relocate agency in the Scottish periphery. In post-Union parliamentary history, Namierite accounts stressing the management of Scotland have been challenged by historians more attuned to a British context of public debate and lobbying. 43 Recent work has sought to recover Scotland's role in creating, trading with and emigrating to colonial plantations before 1707; and has reassessed Scottish responses to the new imperial context after 1707. 44 These studies have emphasised the ways in which the Scots tried to find advantage in an often disadvantageous constitutional context. Dominant images of forced migration or colonial victimhood have begun to give way to accounts that highlight the initiative of Scots in fashioning the empire and using imperial resources to refashion Scotland. In the Highlands, new research shows how landowners capitalised on their region's outdated but enduring martial image to access recruiting resources, modifying rural society in the process with the awarding of single-tenant farms and new crofts to returning officers and soldiers. 45 Socio-economic change in the Highlands has been linked also to the participation of officers and lairds in metropolitan cultures of consumption, in which imperial goods were purchased by imperial paypackets and pensions. 46 The darker side of agency can be seen in new research on Scottish participation in the imperial slave economy. This stresses the relatively greater contribution of slave labour and the slave trade to Scottish economic development in a British context. 47 Central to the new British history has been the investigation of national identity. This analytical construct has proved useful to historians keen to explain how the people of Scotland retained a sense of cultural distinctiveness while becoming part of an expanding British monarchy and empire. New attempts to explain Britishness have stimulated fresh studies of Scottishness, revealing both the limits of British identity and the diversity of Scottishness. 48 Despite its usefulness, however, the concept of national identity may be wearing 4 8 karin bowie of a global clan, while a new Centre for Diaspora Studies has received Scottish government funding to research a diasporic 'global family'. 55 More fundamentally, the notion of 'multiple modernities' in global history offers a fresh way of conceptualising Scottish history within a broad international context. In contrast to older approaches that identify modernity as arising in a few privileged national contexts, particularly that of England, global history recognises multiple paths to modernity, each arising in local contexts tempered by transnational interactions. 56 This approach is reinforced by a parallel shift within English historiography away from Whig exceptionalism. 57 The idea of multiple modernities supports the trend noted in 1994 towards the placing of Scottish history in wider European contexts. It also invites a re-engagement with England as a historical comparator. One historian has noted the danger that the 'Scotland in Europe tactic' can be adopted 'to avoid dealing with England.' 58 The notion of multiple modernities allows scholars to bring England back into an analytical framework that highlights interactions as well as similarities and differences. * This brief review of early modern Scottish history suggests that the field has maintained the dynamism observed in 1994. Since the 1960s, the Scottish history has developed in maturity and sophistication, demonstrated by practitioners' continuing engagement with contemporary and disciplinary concerns. This paper does not claim that the field has innovated in a world-leading way; rather it has tended to adopt intellectual trends cautiously. As the database projects suggest, scholars have remained focused on the hard graft of empirical history. Yet, where appropriate, Scottish historians have drawn insights from cultural, British and global turns to reinvigorate traditional early modern topics. Despite globalising currents, interest in the national history of Scotland remains strong. Taken together, recent developments promise a national history that focuses on indigenous dynamics but avoids parochialism by linking these to wider contexts and approaches.
